Jan-15~-02 01:38P Graham Tash (253) 474-7159 P.O1

Rick W. Bauer
F.O.Box 1305
Graham, WA 383338

Attorney Jenerzl Jchn Ashcroft
Us Department Of Justice

57 Pennsylivania Ave. KW
Washington, 9C 29530

Dear Mr. Ashorefs«,

I am a proporent of this settlement. Needlezs
rescurses have becen expended over the course of this
fitigation. T strongly urge the Department Of Justice
Le put an and fte this Lanecassary waste of rescurces.

This lawsu:it sheuld rol have beer brenght in the
first place. The case lacks merit, and was brcught
only

A% a result of preysurs exerted by Microsof+'s
competitors in Siliecen Vzlley and with the help
sympetheric interest groups. As you know, scre ¢f
those

groups were in the highest levels of elected office.

Mr. Ashcroft, history already proves when and
wheve the the brcaking point irn the stock market was.
It was Merch 1595 wher judge Jackson made his decision
2373i1st Micresoit. That was the straw that brecke Lhe
camals back. Cur cconony went inzn a dewnhi’l slide
and
"ds never recovared. Then Sept. 11,2001, and new Enron
erter the pigure. How much mare can our eccnony
withsland, especially Witn Sen. Daszhel helding our
£CONOmY hoztage £o achieve his own personal agenda.

T believe that you are Lhe Attorney General Lhat 1g
4ble %5 uncersztand the political and economic impact
of

this situaticn bevter than any before you. The reasnn
being thet ycu are ot so far rencved f{rom the process
that you have had +irme forgex.

The terms »f the se-tlemen. agreement are qQuite
rezsonable, and should ke spproved without delay,
Microseft has agreed te the establishment of a
technical oversignt commitlee, has agreed to share i:s
irternal information with its cempetitors, and has
agreed te change its business pPrecloces %o bertter
ccmply wilh antétrust laws. Nothing more should ba
asked of this corporatisn. I whole heartedly support
the Microsoft se=tlement, and hope to see z rapid
Cenclusion to Lhis case. Thank Yeu.

21 erely,[
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Rick W. Bauer
Hm.253-875-4785
Wk.253-475-4.5]
ricx33%nowlyaren. com
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